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Several serologic tests including IFA (Walzer et al., 1987) and enzyme-
linked immunosorbent assay (Maddison et al., 1982) have been developed
for detection of P. carinn infection but have not been shown to be useful
for health surveillance or diagnostic purposes in laboratory rodents

Control

Subclmical infection is probably common in conventionally reared and
"pathogen free" colonies (Bartlett et al , 1987a) Gnotobiotic methods
probably are useful in excluding the infection but, even this approach may
not be completely effective because of possible vertical transmission (Pifer,
1983, 1984, Pifer et al, 1984) Cesarean derivation followed by maintenance
under gnotobiotic methods has been found to exclude the infection in rats
Wagner, 1985)

Prolonged treatment with trimethopnm-sulfamethoxazole or dapsone, may
be useful in controlling disease but does not eradicate the infection (Hughes,
1979, 1988)

Interference with Research

Animals for use in studies involving long term, severe immunosuppression
require careful selection and maintenance to avoid complication by P. carinu
(Bartlett et al., 1987a). Gnotobiotic conditions are preferred for this purpose.
Athymic (nu/nu) mice and mice with severe combined immunodeficiency
(scid/scid) may develop active infection under natural conditions (Ueda et
al., 1977a, Walzer et al., 1989)

Chlamydia trachomatis

Significance
Low

Perspective

This latent pathogen of the mouse was discovered at Yale University in
1939 by Dr. Clara Nigg during attempts to isolate influenza virus by
mtranasally inoculating throat washings from human patients into mice (Nigg,
1942; Nigg and Eaton, 1944) It was subsequently reported as a cause of
pneumonia after serial passages of tissues in mice in Australia (DeBurgh et
al, 1945), Germany (Gonnert, 1941, 1942), and Chicago (Gordon et al,
1938; Karr, 1943).